CHAPTER XV
OVERCROWDS

IF independent crowds of a similar kind come in con-
tact one with another, an instinctive mutual hostility
arises, except when two or more crowds unite in hos-
tility to a third or to another group of crowds. Similarly
if one crowd divides into two independent sections, these
sections will always be hostile to one another. This dan-
gerous but fundamental characteristic of crowds is due
to the fact that every crowd desires to expand indefinitely,
and that the existence of a rival crowd obviously puts a
limit on its expansion. No better instances of the mutual
hostility of similar crowds can be cited than organised
religious bodies afford, especially those calling themselves
Christian. If they were truly Christian they would love
one another, but being crowds they cannot, and therefore
are not truly Christian. Every religious body conceives
of itself as the depository of divine truth. Its undeniable
aim, therefore, must be to expand and embrace the whole
world, unless its religion is limited by race, like that of
the Jews, or in some similar fashion. The great religious
crowds all claim universality and must therefore be jeal-
ous of one another and in fact mutually hostile. This
hostility is not due to their religion but to the fact that
they are crowds and cannot help possessing the universal
characteristic of crowds.
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